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space, and he accordingly did so. The antagonists were
then desired to take their stations, there being no time to
spare. The object the principals appeared to have in view
was to squabble and dispute until it really became too late
to fight, but the seconds seeing that, insisted upon their
presenting and discharging their pistols at each other upon
the word being given. Unwillingly they took their respec-
tive stations, when one of them turned to his second, saying
his antagonist owed him forty dollars, and it was very
hard that he should be obliged to risk his money as well as
his life. This created another pause, but was settled by
his second engaging in the event of the debtor being slain,
that he would pay to the survivor the amount due, gravely
adding, he conceived he was not in much danger of being
called upon, as in all probability two such desperate cham-
pions would both end their lives upon the spot.

The poor devils, not being able to devise any further mode
of delay, and the signal being given to fire, they did so in the
same moment, when to our surprize and alarm down dropped
one of them, apparently dead. This led us to apprehend that
the seconds had not kept the private agreement, or at least
that one of them had loaded with ball. We all ran up to
the prostrate youth, and had the satisfaction to find him
unhurt, he having fallen through sheer terror. A glass of
brandy from the pocket flask of one of the company soon
restored him, when he positively declared he heard the ball
whiz by close to his ear, which he thought it had hit. The
combatants were then congratulated upon the gallantry
they had both shewn and were assured that they had done
all that was required of men of honour and gentlemen, upon
which they shook hands, mutually rejoiced at having got
so well out of a dangerous scrape.

This comedy had nearly proved tragic to some of us,
for we had bestowed so much time upon it that the
sun had sunk below the horizon near an hour when we
arrived at the watering place. A beautiful full moon,
however, had risen with a cloudless sky. We were told
that the coxswain of the pinnace, supposing we should